THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
The Popish Plot. It is with the famous Popish Plot of
1678 as it is with the Gunpowder Plot. We cannot be certain
(as we can of the Babington Plot in Elizabeth's reign) that it
was engineered by others than its supposed authors. Shaftes-
bury may have started it and was believed on all sides to have
done so; certainly he nourished it zealously once it appeared.
But that he actually began it and that those who appeared
in public were only his agents we have no documents to
prove.
What happened was this. In the middle of August 1678
Charles was warned that there was a plot against his life.
Titus Oates, a man of the vilest character, who had got himself
into Jesuit colleges abroad and had been expelled from them,
laid information of a vast plot, Jesuit in origin and supported
by Catholics, to kill the King and establish Catholicism, after
many other murders. He was examined by the Council and
expanded his revelations. He swore to them before a magistrate,
Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey, who was afterwards found dead,
whether murdered or by suicide (October 7,1678). The London
public had already been roused to a pitch of violent excitement,
as some one had engineered a widespread campaign, which must
have been heavily financefi. The discovery of Godfrey's body
turned this excitement to madness. There arose an insane
fury in which men would believe anything, and general massacre
and the burning of the city were looked for.
In further depositions by Oates, to whom others were now
added, the Queen was implicated, as plotting to kill Charles,
and one witness was fully believed when he gave details of an
armada of monks prepared to sail from Spain and put every-
thing to fire and sword. Two thousand Catholics were soon
in prison, and of the whole Catholic population in the capital
30,000—one-eighth of the city—who had held out and refused
to deny their religion during the terror were driven out of
London. The one shred of evidence cited in support of all
this was a letter sent by Coleman, an associate of the Duke
of York's, three years before to the famous French priest
Pere Lachaise, asking for a sum of money to help spread
Catholicism in England and prophesying the ultimate conver-
sion of the country. The trials of the accused spread over two
and a half years, and resulted in many executions for treason,
the most remarkable being that of William Howard, Lord
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